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BOAT REPORT
RODMAN MUSE 44

B TESTED

Rodman Muse 44

Soft, strong but not very, very long. Rodman's
new IPS three-cabin cruiser is the smallest e e
big boat ar0und | REPORT BY CARL RICHARDSON |

PRICE: £417.254 o7y
TOP SPEED: 3l knots

any years ago, when | was cigarette boats but to mow them down.

young and even more foolish, ~No flashlights or fired warnings, just the brutal
tgotinvolvedinabitofthat  action of one boat running straight aver anather,
sailing malarkey. The yacht Ihe reason | mention this is that the Spanish

was based in‘Gibraltar, where  patrol boats in question were usually made by
after dark the dull throb of the so-called cigarette  Rodman. In fact, everything from Guardia Civil FTBs
boats could be heard heading out into the to Spanish Coastguard launches are nearly always
Mediterranean. Their mission, to run contraband”  built by Rodman. And at the same yard, right
between the shores of Morocco and Spain. These alongside these serious lumps of fibreglass, sits the

modern day pirates — more Jon Bon Jovi than Rodman Muse range, The same structural integrity
B - . Long John Silver - ran dilapidated, black painted goes into both commercial and leisure
i : - hulis fitted-with huge V6 outboards. The really craft, the latter missing out on the
exciting bit came when they approached Spain's  bullet proofing and heavy artillery, which
Algeciras Bay, where big patrol boats would be frankly you don't really need, unless you

=7 = . lying in wait. Theirintention was not to seize the plan to boat in the Solent, on weekends.
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Height and clean oak cabinetry create a huge, welcoming saloon

Design & Build

get onwith the main event, which isa

That introduction 1s a fairly drawn eut way of clean and highly impressive three-cabin .,

is vastly superior, a fact that is
made all the more impressive given

saying that the Muse build quality should be layout that makes this boat such a serious o that the Muse is based on exactly
pretty good, and one lookinside the neat and contender on the flybridge scene. Aneatwine .o o5me 39ft hull. So how has
= compartment

With the demise of the three-cabin Princess
45, the Muse 44's tri-cab offering will be even
mere enticing to those with extended cruising
families. The two symmetrical guest cabins,
running either side of a spacious
below decks companionway, come
with proper side-hby-side bunks and
vast lockers while the forward
_ master cabin enjoys excellent all
\ round space. Compared to the
\ old six-berth Rodman 41, the
below decks accommeodation

surprisingly deep bilges confirms this. Coated in
isophthalic resin, chunky longitudinal stringers
deliver strength and a base for the similarly solid
cabin furniture, while sturdy transitional sections
cross to make well spaced but none the less
impressive frames. Access and engineering
across the boat is also impressive. One drawback
to excellent access, howevet, is that you get
to see lots of raw fibreglass that otherwise
would be safely hidden aviay.

Now that we have dealt with the
nitty-gritty of this boat’s build we can

There are loads
of cupboards

This teak table will easily accommodate six people
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The large galley has lots of locker space and we love the finish

Redman pulled this particularly large
bunny out of the same top hat? The answer is
beam and height.

Designer Fulvio De Simoni—the man behind
Pershing’s glorious form —has increased the
beam by around 6cm, scalloping it out just above
the waterline, but the real gains are made with
the upper works. A tall coachroof raises up almost
2ft from the foredeck before the main
superstructure takes over. Height, or rather
headroom, is the real winning factor en this boat
with 6ft 6in delivered across the interior. Even the

A generous toilet/shower compartment




galley to be raised up.that bit further to.deliver
more room for the cabin below.

Mercifully, the boat deesn't ook top heavy.
sitting in-a powerful,

the boat’s looks are clean,

down to De Simoni's ability
butitalso has more thana little to dowith a
noticeably shallow flybridge, more of which later.
Having the same hullas the old IPS-powered
Rodman 41, it comes as no surprise to see that
the same Yolvo pod drive systern Is used as the
standard and only power
option for the Muse 44,

Design & build Some tweaks have been
Asolid build made toithe spray rails,
matched to clever which now look far
tri-cab design beefier, but otherwise it is

‘/‘/‘// the same modified vee

planing hull

Accommodation

Forits length, it is hard to think of another vessel
that offers you more in terms of interior space and
options, The hull has been put to amazing use

and even has enough room left over for a huge

Lower helm station is imposing, but visibility is poor

flybridge has been designed to deliver maximum
saloon space, with a forward sunpad allowing the

for serious cruising stores
oreven a laundry room. The only area that feels
even remotely pinched is the raised galley, and
hat is more to do with the apologetic cooking
acilities than any loss of storage or counter space
Ihe saloon sets the
tone for the whole

cowup posewhenatrest, (gl FOI IS length few
contemporary but not boats .Offer 88 muoh
overly tall. This is, in part, Ir—]terlOr Space‘ ,

relaxing finish lifted
by the light oak
cabinetry thatmany
of the marine stylists are now favouring,
only without the kind of sharp edges that make
you fear for your life. Instead, someone has
remembered that the oak is being used on a boat
and so has added a few fiddled edges. The main
chunks of oak lie to port with the galley and a
long sideboard housing plenty of lockers and
neatly concealed cutlery and crockery drawers.
This apparent care and attention to stowage
continues throughout with neat
lockers hidden all over the boat.
The deckhead is painstakingly panelled while
the two discreet colours of vinyl that finish the
cabin sides are neatly stitched. Our test boat came
with the option of a teak sole around the large
U-shaped seating arrangement in place of the
th three cabins, itis imporiant
that you can seat six guests, which you can
around the large oak table here. The addition of a
couple of occasional stools
stow in the cavernous lazarette, would help ease

usual carpeting.

hich could easily

The use of glass is becoming an increasingly
important area of marine design, but here
Rodman have decided to play it safe with
standard ports and two cuts of glass that may
lock more form than function, but actually deliver
the perfect view for seated saloon guests.

Below decks, the cabins are all of an excellent
size and specification. But before you go into one
of them it is worth pausing at one of the
doorways where anti-rattle strips line the frames;,
door handles are solid and well-sprung and neat
hidden hinges withdraw back into recesses.

BOAT REPORT
RODMAN MUSE 44

Detail and design at the below decks entranceway

The two guest cabins cut out any inter-crew
squabbles by being identical and
thelr size is on a par with the guest quarters found
on a two-cabin vessel.

Neither guest cabin is en suite so incumbents
will have to nip into the cempanionway to get to
the quiet, vacu-flush toilet. Here they will find
anather well-proportionad compartment
complete with a large oak-framed vanity unit and
a seriously heawy-duty shower cubicle. The master
cabin is en suite and enjoys the same spacious
toilet compartment and military grade shower.
That big chunk of coachroof topsides manifests
itselfin some impressive headroom in here.

The double berth
manages to stay fairly low
and again stowage is
Gerierous three- top-drawer. His and hers
cabininterior thatis  hanaing lockers are joined
sure to succeed by yet more drawersand a

/‘//‘/‘/ neat drop-down ))

vanity unit.

importantly,

Accommodation

The master suite enjoys class-leading headroom and overall space, plus lots of stowage  Twoidentical side cabins should keep the crew happy and quarrel-free
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Shallow coamings make
for an exposed and
ultimately disappointing
flubridge
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s, tall bulwarks and sturdy lions guide

every step. Up at the bow a large anchor

ful for extra stowage

ricts its worth.

Two similar helm layouts keep it easy for the skipper
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No-fuss flybridge layout with wraparound seating






